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The ABC’s of Children’s Ministry

Workshop Goals:

1. To encourage & inspire participants to be the very best that they can be in Children’s Ministry.
2. To encourage & inspire participants to make their Children’s Ministry space the very best that it can be.
3. To offer ideas for Children’s Ministry events or programs that can serve as a ‘bridge’ between church and community.
Focus:

We will focus on 3 main areas:

Assess Your Space (How can we make our Children’s Ministry space the very best it can be?)

Be The Place (Once we’ve done that, what events/programs can we invite children to?)

Count On Grace (As we continue to offer our best, God will do the rest).

Participant Expectations

Participants will get the most out of this workshop if they commit to using the ideas shared. At the end of the workshop, you will be invited to answer the questions below:
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Workshop Presenters:

Serving on the West Michigan Conference & Kalamazoo District Children’s Ministry Team:

Glenys Nellist:
daveglenys@msn.com
269-903-8549

Jen Smith:

jenniferann9409@charter.net
269-501-5327

Susan Vincent:
svincenz99@aol.com
269-501-7011
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1) The first thing you need to do is PRAY! PRAY! PRAY! Pray for God’s wisdom & guidance as you begin to look at your space. Pray in & over every room. Pray for God’s creativity. Pray by name for every child, parent, grandparent or guardian you minister to. Then pray for every child & family you do not yet know that God will bring to your church.

2) The 2nd thing you need to do is PRAY again! As you gather together your teaching team or leaders to look at your space, pray for God’s guidance as you develop a Mission Statement. Why are you doing what you do? What do you hope to achieve? Look at other churches’ Mission Statements. Once you know where you’re headed, it will be easier to get there.

3) Now take a good, honest look at your space. Stand there & ask yourself: Is this truly a place where I would want my child to be? What is the first thing that kids & parents see as they come through the door? Is it warm, inviting, welcoming, kid-friendly? Am I proud of this space? Is this a space where our Mission Statement can be achieved?

4) Visit area churches to get INSPIRATION! (For the Kalamazoo District, Gull Lake, Marshall, Cornerstone or Granger UMC are good places to start).

5) No matter what size of church, recruit help to paint wall murals or bible verses; prominently display your Mission Statement; decorate bulletin boards (at children’s eye level) and put up low, accessible round cornered shelving. Use area rugs to create different corners for playing, praying, singing or reading. Hold a ‘Sunday School Shower’ so that worn out supplies can be replaced. Use a ‘gift list’ to include lamps, fake plants, cushions, new marker pens, craft supplies, children’s bibles/ story books, biblical puzzles, games, or whatever else you need. 

6) If possible, set up a ‘Welcome Area’ where children can gather when they first arrive. Set up corners or ‘Zones’ where they can play. Examples of these would be:          

Quiet Zone: reading; Game Zone: ping pong/ foosball/ pool; Play Zone: puzzles/ Legos;        Art Zone: coloring /drawing/ playdough; Computer Zone. Now you are ready!
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Be The Place!

Now that your space is the best it can be, not only do you feel great about it, but you are now ready to invite the community in! Most of the following ideas are examples of ‘Bridge Events’. Rick Warren describes these as events that provide a bridge between the church & the community. Whilst you may not increase your church attendance overnight, your church’s profile will be heightened & yours will be the place people turn to when they need a church. 

Seasonal Events:

1) ‘Drop n Date Night’ on Valentines - you provide childcare for parents while they enjoy an evening together.

2) ‘Easter Eggstravaganza’! (Games, Egg Hunt, egg decorating etc)

3) ‘Back to School Bash’ in late August. (Play games; give out backpacks or supplies).

4) ‘Trunk or Treat’ on Halloween. (Ask members of the congregation to decorate their car trunks in a biblical theme; award a prize to the ‘Most Terrific Trunk’; give candy out from the trunks along with an invitation to your Children’s Ministry events; provide free hot dogs & cider). 

Contact: Glenys Nellist: daveglenys@msn.com

5) ‘Movie Night’ (During winter months; serve popcorn & juice).

6) ‘Drop n Shop’ in early December. (Provide childcare whilst parents go Christmas shopping).

7) ‘Christmas Carnival’ (Play games/serve party food/give gifts).

8) ‘Happy Birthday Jesus Party’ on Christmas Eve. (Totally ‘kid-friendly’ service. Provide blankets/rugs for kids to sit on; read a Christmas Story book out loud to them; show a Nativity Scenes PowerPoint; use the interactive kid friendly ‘What God Wants For Christmas’ Nativity from familylife.com; sing Happy Birthday to Jesus; have birthday cake; give out glow bracelets to show that Jesus is the Light of the world.) 

Contact: Jen Smith: jenniferann9409@charter.net
Year Round Events:
9) ‘Mom’s Café’: Offer a weekly or monthly place for moms to meet, relax, drink coffee, and have fellowship whilst their kids play. 

Contact: Kim Mckenzie: 
mattkimmckenzie@comcast.net
  269-598-4285
10) ‘After School Kid’s Club’: offer a free weekly after school program. 

Serve snacks, utilize a rotation style curriculum. 

Contact: Pastor John Messner: 
jdmessner@gmail.com
269-646-7791
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Count On Grace!
As we continue to offer our best, God will do the rest!


‘The Lord has assigned to each his task... I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.’  1 Corinthians 3:5-9

Resources:

Grants: http://www.westmichiganconference.org/pages/detail/754
Monthly Newsletter/ Blog/ Resources & Advice:

http://www.gbod.org/ministries/children/default.asp

Family Ministries/ Ministry Tips/ Blog:

http://www.childrensministry.com/Search.aspx?&catID=7

How can I/we begin to assess our space & improve it?

















Which, of the 10 ‘bridge’ events, could we successfully offer in our church?
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